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THE HISTORY OF MAROMA RESORT AND SPA

Its Origins, Inspiration and how this Boutique Resort on Mexico’s Riviera Maya

Has Earned A Place Among the World’s Finest Small Luxury Hideaways

In 1976, Jose Luis Moreno, a Mexico City architect, flew down the coast of the Riviera Maya.  On the Caribbean coast of the Yucatan Peninsula, about 30 miles south of Cancun and just north of the Maya site of Tulum (named for the original inhabitants whose temple to the sun still watches over the land today), he discovered an unspoiled bay, where a forest of stately coconut palms promenaded toward the sea.  He instantly fell in love with the site and purchased it from the owner, who had made his living drying and selling the coconut meat, harvested from the plantation.

Along with the plantation, a beautiful piece of jungle and an idyllic white sand beach just 100 yards from the world’s second longest barrier reef in the world, the original ranch included a thatched hut where the owner and a caretaker named Timoteo lived peacefully.  Timoteo stayed for 14 years. His five sons were born there without the help of doctors, nurses or midwives.

Amid this setting of sea-grape trees, coconut palms and hibiscus, Jose envisioned a paradise that would one day become Maroma Resort and Spa. Built by hand, by a family of local Maya Masons, it would take nearly 20 years to complete and would first open to guests on February 14, 1995.
Stories of this special place in Mexico caught the attention of James B. Sherwood, Chairman of Orient-Express Hotels, Trains & Cruises.  The hotel fit with the company’s collection of properties that exude personality and are located in spectacular destinations.  In March of 2002, Orient-Express acquired a 75 percent interest in Maroma Resort and Spa; then in March of 2006, acquired the remaining 25 percent.  
Today, Orient-Express Hotels is committed to preserving the essence and beauty of Maroma while enhancing the service and luxurious offerings of this beach front paradise.  
The property is made up of two or three story, hacienda style buildings, which are dotted amongst the 25 acre beach front portion of this 500-acre property and connected by stone walkways that wind through the jungle and are candlelit by night.  Fashioned from local materials, the resort features thatched roofs made with leaves of native xit palm; white-stone flooring embedded with shell fossils; salmon-colored stone quarried in Merida (the Yucatan’s old Hispanic capital), and bamboo harvested from the property for the shutters and furniture.  Soaring arches, rounded terraces, ornamental niches and palapa-capped turrets delineate the visually engaging Maroma enclave which exudes the whimsical harmony of Maya-Moorish architectural motifs.  

Since the purchase, Orient-Express has worked with the same family of Maya masons, who over three decades have lovingly crafted this one-of-a-kind paradise.  Each enhancement has been carefully planned to ensure the beauty of the jungle and beach are protected and that the intimate feeling of the resort is maintained.  As it has been from the beginning, each building has also been built in alignment with the stars and energy channels to ensure the mind, body and spirit find peace at Maroma Resort and Spa.  
Since 2002, Maroma has grown to 65 rooms/suites and a four bedroom villa, with Orient-Express:
· Adding the Aquarius area to the resort, which includes eleven premium rooms, two additional free form pools, one of which is designed based on the Flore de Vita (flower of life), a 560 square foot wellness center, featuring Technogym cardio and weight training equipment, a spinning studio, and  Cilantro, a casual pool side restaurant. 
· Building a new kitchen and expanding the hotel’s main restaurant, El Sol, to include a formal dining area, new bar and expanded terraces for beachfront dining.

· Adding a cultural palapa: a library, lounge and relaxation area
· Adding a 7000 square-foot spa, Kinan Spa, pronounced – keynan, Maya for ‘the source of life’,   the spa offers a full range of spa services in unique environments ranging from treatment rooms with private gardens, open-air massage palapas and a rooftop yoga pavilion with 360-degree views of Maroma's dual ecosystems – the jungle and the sea.
· The ongoing  enhancement of all existing suites with new linens, furniture, enlarged closets and high-speed internet 
· And, most recently, in 2006, the completion of the Sian Nah suites (Mayan for House of Heaven). The Sian Nah suites are a collection of eight ultra luxurious ocean front suites.   Each suite is a complete sanctuary equipped with its own spa space for massages and spa treatments, a wellness area with fitness equipment, a living room, a bedroom, a spacious outdoor terrace private plunge pool, lounge area and dining palapa.  

The changes have not gone unrecognized, since acquisition Maroma Resort and Spa has been hailed in numerous leading publications including Town & Country, The New York Times, Travel + Leisure, Andrew Harper’s Hideaway Report and was named as one of the top three hotels in Latin America in the coveted Condé Nast Traveler magazine’s World Best Awards.
Located in the Riviera Maya, Maroma Resort and Spa is a rustic yet luxurious hideaway built by hand in the tradition of the Mexican haciendas where personal service, warm hospitality and privacy are unsurpassed.  Opened in 1995, Maroma rests on the Yucatan Peninsula.  Known for its residential feel, it is among the most sought after on the Riviera Maya as its unspoiled beach and lush jungle provides the utmost in privacy and natural beauty.  Offering the cultural richness of the region, Maroma’s idyllic natural setting, pristine beach, 65 spacious rooms, a four bed room villa, warm, caring staff and unobtrusive service draws sophisticated travelers from all over the world.

For reservations and information, please contact Orient-Express Hotels (toll-free) at 866-454-9351 or reservations@maromahotel.com.  Additional information is available at www.maromahotel.com.
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